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- TEXTBOOKS

Because of the state’s enormous buying fmwr,
decigions made in Texas greatly affect what
children in the rest of the countryread. .

| Sharon Dick of Bangs, Texas, was fed up with the version of

| the world presented in high school history textbooks long

. | before she arrived in Austin for the annual state textbook

e August. Texas law allows pub-
lic comment on proposed books

for use by the 3 million pupils in

committee hearings this past

districts, and Dick had already
committee what she felt were

tory. In Prentice-Hall's World History: Patlerns of Civiliza-
tion, for instance, she criticized this passage about the delib-
erations of the thirteen colonies:
draft a new constitution. In 1788, after much debate and
compromise, the individual states ratified the Constitution

of the United States.”

That was not quite the whole story, wrote Dick. “There
is another ingredient that went into the framing of our Con-
I think the
God’s blessing upon this undertak-
ing.” And that was not all. The text, she said, should have

stitution — prayer.
our forefathers asked

made clear that “John Stuart Mill did at
the very least flirt with socialism.” And,
Dick observed, “It should be pointed
out that just because Hitler attacked
communism, this does not mean com-
munism is beyond reproach.”

Sharon Dick asked the textbook
committee, made up of twenty-seven
teachers and school administrators
freshly appointed by the state board of
education, to recommend to its oversee-
ing body that Prentice-Hall be required
to get its facts straight; otherwise, she
suggested, the textbook should be
struck from the list of eleven books vy-
ing for five world history spots
statewide under the 1983-84 purchas-
ing authorization by the board of educa-
tion.

BY Rop DAVIS

before they are approved
the state’s 1100 school
pointed out in writing to the
the books’ distortions of his-

“They soon decided to

students need to know that

Nor was Dick alone. Patricia Moore
came in from Houston to tell the com-
mittee the history texts were so unfair
to Christianity that she would prefer
themnottomtionanrlsﬁmizew:l‘f-




961 ‘9 EEG0LI0 WNIZVOVN RO NOUSOE TS P




YRR

24

 e—

T

years. Inthatregard, it’s]

Feel bethen you ire.

H ere’s a bed that's designed 10 be 2s comfortable tonight as it willbe in40

At Form In Teak quality is our only standard.

FORM in TEAK

R R

ike all the furniture we sell. It's designed tolast.

JCANDINAVIAN FURNITURE

45 Mddiesex Turnpike in Burkngion, 2 minuies from the Burlngton Mall. Exi 42 off Route 128; tura lefi 1ownrd Artingion.
Hours: Moa.. Tue., 10-6; Wed., Thurs., Fri., 10-9; Sat., 10-5 Teiephone 2720130

R

Textbooks

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

is an insult to the American
people."theirlctternid.'l‘be
Jordans said they didn't “un-
derstand why Samuel Adams
could not be listed as a patri-
ot.”

writing,
ens of individuals and sectarian
groups to various textbooks
proposed for statewide adop-
tion were delivered to the com-
mittee on August 1 through 3.
At the end of the hearings, the
volumes of criticism could be
measured in pounds; nearly all
of it was predicated on a belie
that children’s schoolbooks
should reflect the values and in-
terests of the surrounding com-
munity.
Decisions about textbooks
are the stuff of intense conflict;
the Texas committee seeks to
balance widely divergent per-
sonal, cultural, economic, and
religious beliefs in making its
recommendations. Similar
struggles among competing
views are under way in every
state, but the fray remains
most intense in Texas, the

state that is to textbook con-
tent what New Hampshire is to
presidential primaries.

James Michener, who once
put in time as 2 textbook edi-
tor, last year habeled Texas
“the bellwether” in determin-
ing how a text is written for the
npational market. Humorist John
Henry Faulk, of the television
show Hee Haw, who was black-
listed in the 1950s, wrote in
the Nation, “The standard set
there [in Texas] can affect the
kind of textbooks that are used
in the entire country.” Frances
FitzGerald made much the
same point in her 1979 study of
American education, America
Revised. 1t is echoed through-
out the ranks of educators, so-
cial critics (of the right and the
left), and even publishers, who
troop to the Texas hearings to
try to deflect state-mandated
revisions — both before and
after publication — that cost
them not integrity but hard dol-
lars in production costs, legal
fees, and marketing strategies.

he same text that sells in
Austin may — and often
does — wind up in Los
Angeles or Boston. Kim Mar-
shall, a curriculum planner for

the Boston public schools, says

Save

Ables fall carpet sale.

up t050% during our peak

viewing season.

room-size rugs

= 50"

4x6 now S15 to $39
5x8 now $29 10849
6x9 now $39 to899
9x12 now $69 to $299
12x12 now S129t0 $149
12x15 now $159to $179

Rolls and Remnants in plushes,
saxonies, and industrial grades. All
colors. From $5.99 10 $14.99 sq. yd.
Save up to $7.00 sq. yd.

Wall-to-Wall Carpets. | Handmade Orientals
9 $12%, va Save up to
R | t Fine Quality carpets from
_ egs;)ai ue u% o around world. China, Pakistan,
~U"sq. ya. gemigmw  and India.
_* All decorator Sizes 2x4
by, COlOTS. to 11x18.
% © All first Kerman,
¥ quality. bohkaras, tree

STORE HOURS: MON.-TUES.-THURS. 10-9 WED.-FRI.-SAT, 10-6 SUN. 125

7 » All Nylon -4 . oflife, and Omar, Kashimar, Uhramar and Gem
pﬂe_ much more. 8x11 Size ‘r:m $499.00 to $799.00
Save up 1o $460
i Handknotted Wool Orientals
Y WNeveren Pakistani, Chinese, Indian, and
Ha A = -;:-::f;‘u« Indo-Persian
- 8x11 Size now $899.00 to $1.869.00
To offer such a huge selection at such a low price. you have to be Able. Save up to $660.00

(Al sizes on salc at comparable savings.)




~‘- e d .t

26

FREE SILVER CHEST
with the purchase of any 8 - 4 pe. sterling place settings

wnmmnmamm we reserve The right 10 adjust prices.
ALL 4 PC. PLACE SETTINGS

LUNT REED & BARTOM KIRK /7
2120.95 $104.98 $154.08 S180.98
Amencan Victorian Enghsh Provincial King
Lace Powd Pointsd Antique Meiross Old Maryland Engraved
S130.98 FALLE ]
Modern Victonan Amencan Fedwel Ord Enguish Tigt w:" Ann
s140.98 ol AL S S
E o s110.98
TownLe aese ve .
$0ses Francs | s1a0.98 $124.96
Spanush Provincaal Joan of Arc Ross Pount
Sitver Flutes $130.98 Prelude Shen
Oud Lace Burgundy Wild Rose nandoah
Fronch fromnciat CORKAM s1ean s1a0.08
$110.08 $110.98 Oid Atlants.
Candlelight - gm s1sess Sir Chnatopher
Oid M, Rhepsody $158.98
aster N340
Grand Baroque
13008 Butiercup KK /STIEFE
Rg e Comrte s LB e
x X
’ King Edward Oid Maryiand Piein
REED & BANTON Strasbourg B134.08 ONEIDA
$104.96 Oid French $114.98
Tara Engish Gadroon Winsiow Damask

Substantial Savings on Lenox and other fine China

PATTERN § Pe. Place Selling 20 Pe. Bt [ 1.8 m Set
Lenox . Rt Sug Ret. Ret
Amethyst 400 4296 29400 $180.98 $245.00 $143.08
Auvtumn 155 00 7.9 362000 £330.98 $514.00 170498
Casta Garden 121 00 70.98 240400 7408 .00 $234.98
Chareston 4900 30.55 27600 $158.98 $22300 12098
Ecupss 155 00 91.04 342000 $352.98 451400 ..
lermal $100 L] 332400 318308 $27000 5180.98
Fonimne {Oxford) 11200 "3 $44800 54.08 $371.00 21508
Hayworth 8300 3896 $25200 9142.98 3208 110.96
MHokday 9800 4.0 339200 2240096 $200.00 10498
Lace Pont. 9200 (- 32.] $38800 A $305.00 $179.98
Maywood 8300 3596 $25200 14208 $205 00 $119.98
Moonepun $2.00 53.08 $368 00 . $305.00 $179.9¢
Rutiedge 12100 T0.94 348400 s274.08 $400 .
Soivsire 7700 4495 430800 174.08 $235.00 s140.98
Versailies 112 00 (13 344800 .S 37100 $210.08
Windsong 108 00 2.8 $43200 s245.98 $357.00 210.98
Save 35% to 40% on All Lenox Crystal
[Anen
Satk Flowsrs $ 4488 s 2698 17800 210408 $10278 2 6708
Wedgwoed
Kutam Crane $150 00 s 0 $600.00 $334.08 $408.00 $390.98
Runnymeads Dk Blue $19500 $119.98 $78000 44808 $508.00 $290.96
Gorham
Rondetie 4 8600 $ M $344 00 17058 $261.00 S140.08
Black Contesas $13200 $ 1408 $528 00 $270.08 $401 00 $210.98
Blue it $ 4600 s 1208 $18400 9 7408 $14200 8 7498
h $ 7000 33808 $20000 131098 1963 00 10498
s
St Nicholss § 5280 s 2 $21000 $118.08
Spede 4 Pc Pace Seteng 18 Pc Set
{4 4-Pc Place
Chnstmas Tree § 8700 3 348 $198.50 s1M.08
Won tvuSat $8 Turs & Fn 1§ (Easem Tune) Sun roon il §
AUigr crodt cards Froe leyaway pan Al redens 509 0% Tax
u-nuuu--—--—---—-—-u--u-n--———u-q-n---u
- iures by o8 lontieg Toot. Weltam, Kit. betormstoont. oot §

madesterere
Walpuosd st Pz sd Fogd 1 s ¢ b Wy pins ofher 3 wite
L

JAMES KAPLAN JEWELERS

Garden City Shopping Center, Cranston, Rhode Istand 02620

/

he has been “horrified” by the stories
he has heard from editors at publishing
houses about changes required by Tex-
as, the only state besides California with
enough clout to force prepublication re-
visions. “There is an insidious degree
by which textbook editors are swayed
by adoption in Texas,” says Marshall.
“It may radically influence content.”

One of the most important reasons
for Texas' influence in textbook publish-
ing is volume. With an estimated $60.3
million in textbook purchases in 1982,
according to the American Association
of Publishers, Texas is the fourth-larg-
est market in the United States; it is
exceeded only by California ($89.5 mil-
lion), New York ($71.8 million), and [lki-
nois ($64.4 million). (Massachusetts’
textbook purchases amount to $20.4
million.)

Texas is the single largest market
with a statewide selection policy, how-
ever, a procedure it shares with twenty-
one other states that make book-buying
decisions for their school districts. The
other twenty-eight rely on local adop-
tion, allowing each district to choose its
own books. California combines both
methods but is generally counted with
the local adoption group. In Massachu-
setts, textbooks may be selected by in-
dividual teachers — a procedure that
appears to offer more flexibility but also
confronts teachers with a list of poten-
tial textbooks the size of a telephone di-
rectory. (There is a plan in the works in

Boston, however, to provide a “short
list” of texts for teacher reference.) Lo-
cal adoption also results in a reduction
in a state’s aggregate buying power and
influence.

By centralizing its purchasing, Tex-
as magnifies its impact. The $1-billion
national textbook industry (which ac-
counts for 12 percent of total US book
sales) operates on a pretax profit mar-
gin of 14 to 22 percent. Any marketing
policy that ignores Texas' 7 percent
share of the market — not counting its
influence on other states — is risky.
But centralized book buying also cen-
tralizes book approval, and, if Texas'
economic position is strengthened, so is
its role in altering editorial content.
Through the free-for-all screening pro-
cess that brought Sharon Dick and Pa-
tricia Moore to Austin, it is possible for
anyone in the state to challenge any
part of a textbook being considered for
statewide use. ]

Each spring, a strictly timed, multi
tiered process of textbook approval be-
gins. First, the state board of education
issues its “proclamations,” legally bind
ing educational and philosophical guide
lines to which new texts must adhere
All criticisms and defenses of textbook
must be based on these documents
Next, publishers who wish to compett
in Texas and who believe their wares fi
the requirements submit their books —
both before and after publication — anf
copies of these books are placed s
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twenty regional centers around
the state. Interested citizens
may look them over and file
written comments; beginning in
1984, they may also request
time for oral testimony at the
committee’s hearings, held
each year in August, without
written testimony.

Following the hearings, at
which several dozen people tes-
tified this year, the textbook
committee makes its selec-
tions, and in September it
sends a list of recommended
books to the state commission-
er of education, currently Ray-
mond Bynum. Bynum then
prunes the list himself, some-
times vetoing commxttee-ap-
proved books. In 1981, for in-
stance, he banned a Memam-
Webster dictionary for the

ered obscene.

In 1982 Bynum tried to
overturn the committee’s ap-
proval of junior high school
health books because of sec-
tions about venereal disease,
then epidemic among Texas
teenagers; the state health de-
partment and a number of in-
fluential legislators eventually
forced him to back down. When

the list of approved texts to the
full board, twenty-seven elect-
ed officials, who okay the final
purchasing authorization in No-
vember. Five texts.are ap-
provéd each year in each cur-
nculum area, and the texts re-
main in use for eight years.

Ithough the Texas book
selection process is
theoretically neutral
and open, it has long since beea
co-opted by conservative and
ultraconservative forces. As
presiding officer, Bynum per-
mits no debate during the text-
book hearings over what he
deems philosophical points
questioned by committee mem-
bers. Since most of the points
are raised by both religious and
right-wing political activists,
virtually all response from the
political center and left-of-cen-
ter is shut off. Bynum's boss,
the strongly conservative board
chairman, Joe Kelly Butler of
Houston, is well known for his
domination of board proceed
ings and the content of the
yearly guidelines. Butler ha
boasted that the board “cas
knock a book off the list if w
don't like the way a publishes
parts his hair.”

Bynum is satisfied, he sends

The rest of the board is als
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skewed toward the conserva-
tive end of the political spec-
trum. “You have to remem-
ber,” one publisher laments,
“that a lot of people on the
Texas board are to the right of
the Gablers [ultraconservative
critics Me!l and Norma
Gabler).” The 1982 elections
brought four new ultraconser-
vatives to the board, including
Kent Grusendorf, a business-
man from Arlington, 2 middle-
class suburb of Dallas. Grusen-
dorf has already used his posi-
tion on the board of education
to insert political views into of-
ficial policy. On his motion, for
instance, the board added a re-
quirement to the 1983 procla-
mation for world history books
démanding material “‘tracing
the adverse effects that com-
munism, socialism, and fascism
have had on individual freedom
and liberty . . . [and] explaining
the positive aspects of Ameri-
can capitalism upon the world.”

Cons:denng this bias in the
review board, it is not surpris-
ing that conservative ideology
has become the dominant idiom
of textbook criticism in Texas.
Other critics have nonetheless
exerted their own impact on
textbook content in Texas over

the years, having perhaps ob-

“served from the succesges

their more conservative c«
petitors that the price of §
ting one’s point of view i
textbooks is eternal vigilanc
the Texas hearings.

Among the most succes:
of those lobbying the texthx
committee has been the ]
tional Organization for Won
(NOW), which scrutinizes te
for “fair and reasonable” raf
of male and female role mod:
pronouns, figures in illust
tions, and so on. This ye
NOW objected to a vocatic
agriculture book with a ratic
male to female references
118 to 2. But the group a
noted an improvement in so
history and language boo
where the ratios had drop;
to5to1and 2to 1. In eler
world history texts, howev
only one black woman was b
named and illustrated, acco
ing to Elizabeth Judge, a me
ber of NOW.

Another veteran particip:
in the selection process is M;
alyn Murray O'Hair of the A
tin-based grganization t
American Atheists, This yc
O’Hair objected to every wo
history book under consid:
ation because, she said, th
propagated “biblical nonsen:

In 1776 these de51 were revolutlonary
in 1983 m%];n&s are,
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Two words. Non sense.” Contrary to the asser-
tions of Moore and Dick, O'Hair said the texts
include a “Christianization of world history and
give religion a false and heroic role.” Calling for
a statement in every book that “‘religious funda-
mentalists are intruding in the nation’s school
system to make the public schools a forum for
religious dogma,” O'Hair said her organization
would sue unless changes were incorporated —
not an idle threat from a woman who was instru-
mental in the campaign to exclude prayer from
public schools.

nother fledgling but important lobbyist is

People for the American Way (PFAW),

an “anticensorship” group founded in
1980 by television producer Norman Lear. In
1982 PFAW opened an office in Austin and hired
a West Point graduate, Mike Hudson, ‘and his
wife, Marie Barnhardt, as a two-person team to
try to loosen the “stranglehold” maintained by
fundamentalist ultraconservatives on the Texas
textbook approval process — part of what
PFAW calls a “Far Right network overall strate-
gy to undermine public education.”

PFAW's first objective in Texas had already
been achieved when this year’s hearings opened.
In previous years, the rules allowed only nega-
tive comment on textbooks. Originally intended
to keep publishers from hyping their own books,
the rule, which required meticulous, line-by-line
written statements (“bills of particulars”), had
made textbook criticism fair but prohibitively
complicated. Hudson and Barnhardt managed to
get the rule changed by forming an umbrella
group, the Coalition for Textbook Selection Re-
form, consisting of the Texas Civil Liberties
Union, the Texas Women's Political Caucus, the
AFLCIO, the Texas Federation of Teachers,
and eight other organizations, which successfully
lobbied the Texas Legislature in 1983 for a new
textbook law. The new law does little more than
permit positive as well as negative comment and
encourage fairness. But it sent a strong warning
to the recalcitrant board of education, which,

wishing to preempt further legislative meddling,

simplified its own administrative rules.
Among Hudson and Barnhardt's chief targets
in changing the hearing nles were Mel Gabler, a
retired Exxon office worker, and his wife, Nor-
ma. Until this year the Gablers, who are political
ultraconservatives and religious fundamentalists,
ized the Texas book-selection process,
partly because they took on the drudgery en-
tailed by the old procedures and partly because
they were well protected by the board, the edu-
cational bureaucracy, and influential politicians.
Although Norma Gabler now says she supports
the new rules, she was sharply criticat of them
before they were adopted — with good reason.
In 1982 the Gablers delivered three and a half
hours of oral testimony at the hearings; this
year, with podium time divided equally among all
registrants, the Gablers got the same amount of
time as everyone else — six minutes per subject
area. .
The impact of fundamentalist activists such
as the Gablers on the content of textbooks in
Texas and thus in the nation can be seen in nu-
merous curriculum areas but most dramatically
in the treatment of evolution in biclogy books. In
1974 the Gablers helped persuade the Texas
board to put a statement in the general procia-
mation that all textbooks “that treat the theory
of evolution should identify it as only one of sev-

. ’

enlcxplanationsoftheoriginofhmnanldnd...
in a manner which is not detrimental to other
theories of evolution” — notably *‘creationism,”
or the doctrine that humans did not evolve
through natural selection as described by Darwin
but were created, along with the rest of the
world, by God. Similar pressure was generated
by religious fundamentalists in other states.

Texas Tech University and a PFAW supporter,
became concerned about the impact of creation-
ist pressure on the teaching of science and un-
dertook to examine more than one hundred high
schoot biology texts. Skoog found that the treat-
ment of evolution, measured in terms of space
allotted, had dropped from 13.5 percent of an
average text in 1968 to 4.4 percent in 1977,

Gerald Skoog, a professor of education at | with further reductions probable. Modern Bial-
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ogy (Holt; Rinehart & Winston),
the most popular high schoal
text, cut its discussion
of evolution in the last two edi-
tions, Skoog says; moreover, in
six biology texts published in
the 1970s and revised in the
1980s, coverage of evolution
declined in four and r i
the same in two. “There is no
doubt,” he concludes, “that
persistent attacks on evolution
have intimidated all who edit,
write, and use textbooks in-
tended for this state.”

ost publishers deny or
underplay the role of
the Gablers and other

critics in determining the edito-
rial content of textbooks. “We
do not develop textbooks for
one state,” says Claudia Regan
of Houghton Mifflin, whose
World History: An Unfinished
Journey has been attacked in
Alabama, Texas, and other
states by the evangelical right.
“We try to create the best
book we can for the subject

e e T

says. “They've said for years
(that] the Gablers and the other
groups have little impact. They
just don't want to confront the
[Texas} board.”

Richard Carroll, president
of Allyn & Bacon, a textbook
publisher in Newton, candidly
acknowledges the importance
of the Texas process. “Most
American-produced texts,” he
says, “‘attend to the Texas
proclamation.” Charles Comp-
ton of Ginn & Company in Lex-
ington, who, like Carroll, was
among dozens of publishers at
the hearings this August, puts
it more succinctly: “Compro-
mises have to be made, and
compromises are made.”

The compromises to be
made this year will probably be
in world history, one of twenty-
six curriculum areas in which
textbook renewals are being
considered. History is a com-
mon battleground for disputes
about textbooks’ content, with
the potential for race, class,
sex, national, and regional bias.

matter rather than respond to | No textbook treatment is likely
special interest groups.” to aatisfy everyone. Conserva-

Barbara Parker, a director tives want more stress on “tra-
of PFAW in Washington, D.C., | dition,” NOW wants more in-
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brand of belief, radicals want more criticism of
the establishment, and liberals want something
they cali the truth. The truth, of course, is hard
to find, and, if the process of textbook writing
and selection is indicative of anything, it is that
what is finally presented as “objective” is little

more than the sum of compromises made among
contending ideological forces. In the depiction of
world history, this process often yields a version
of ideas and events so homogenized as to be use-
less, a judgment rendered all too frequently by
classrooms of bored pupils.

Allyn & Bacon's “low reading leve!” Pageant
of World History, for example, employs a kind of
game-show question and response format that
becomes comical in its oversimplification. A sec-
tion of the book entitled “How the British
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Gained Compiete Control of India” summarizes
the situation in this way: “They had done so be-
cause they had sent capable governors to India.”
The next section is entitled “How the British
Hurt India.” The section “How Israel Became an
Independent Nation” is followed by “The Home-
less Palestinians.”

Texts by Harcourt Brace Jovanovich illus-
trate the ways in which ideological interpreta-
tions can drift in and out of fashion. In Men and
Nations, written in the mid-1970s, a section on
the Vietnam War includes a picture of Henry
Kissinger and Le Duc Tho, a negotiator for
North Vietnam during the Paris peace talks;
both men are smiling, and a half-page chart com-
pares “What Marx Predicted” with “What Hap-
pened” — thus implanting the notion of a world
Communist conspiracy (and the domino theory)
in the minds of students. In its new edition, reti-
tled People and Nations, Harcourt Brace deleted
the Kissinger photo and the chart. In neither edi-
tion is the nature of Kissinger's influence on
Southeast Asia addressed.

Lack of context, oversimplification, and deci-
sions to emphasize one event and not another
are presented by textbook editors and publishers
as neutral objectivity not to be assailed by crit-
ics. Their protestations are rarely accepted by
outsiders, however. According to right-wing
critics like Paige Moore of Houston, Houghton
Mifflin’s text is soft on Communism and inclined
toward “Maoist disinformation.” But a liberal or
Jeftist could easily interpret the Houghton Miff-
lin text as jingoistic. In Unfinished Journey, the
account of the role of the United States in the
overthrow of Salvador Allende’s government in
Chile in 1973 is reduced to this statement:
*“Military leaders toppled Allende’s constitution-
al government in 1974.” Even the date is wrong.

If no texts, especially those covering an in-
herently controversial area, can be objective,
why is the genre not abandoned? ‘“{Textbooks
are] not the best instructional material,” argues
Kim Marshall of the Boston public schools. He
prefers — and officially is allowed — to use a
wide variety of supplemental literature to avoid
the problems of bias that may arise from relying
on a single text. But the pressure for the na- |
tion's schools to churmn out graduates makes
Marshall an exception. The rationale for the
textbook historically has been its cost-effective-
ness: Texts are tangible, examinable, mass-mar-,
ketable instruments for providing a basic core of |
information to students. Indeed, texts are so fi- |
nancially efficient that they take less than 1 per-g
cent of the average national educational expendi-
ture per pupil; the rest goes for salaries and ad- .
ministration.

In Boston, a recent study showed that teach-
er still prefer textbooks as the predominant me-
dium of instruction in grades four and up. The
same is certainly true in Texas, where, in some
classrooms, there is another motive for relying
on textbooks. In the furor over standardized por-
trayal of the truth, textbooks serve as legal war-
ranties; teachers who stick with what the state
hzsappmveddonot[oseajoborapromoﬁon
and do not need tape recorders to document the
content of their lectures.

ast month, Me!l and Norma Gabler cele-
brated their forty-first wedding anniver-
sary. More than half of their life together
has been devoted to what they call book review-
ing. These East Texans are the vieux terribles of
US textbook publishing, and their first-name ac-
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quaintanceship with the heads
of dozens of publishing houses
is evidence not of friendship so
much as of civil enmity.
Headquartered in a modest,
book-filled home in Longview,
130 miles east of Dallas, the
Gablers have parlayed their
original, quixotic, fundamental-
ist crusade into a nonprofit cor-
poration, Educational Research
Analysts, with a $120,000-plus
annual budget and a staff of 8.
Its national mailing list of
12,000 includes members of
churches and other conserva-
tive watchdog groups, such as
the Phyllis Schlafly Eagle Fo-
rum, the Fort Worth-based an-
tiabortion organization Pro-
Family Forum, and the Moral

Maijority, Inc. In 1980-81, ac-
cording to data from PFAW,
the Moral Majority gave the
Gablers $5000. Other benefac-
tors have included the Adolph
Coors Company ($10,000 in
1981) and the right-wing Texas
Education Association of Fort
Worth ($22,500 in 1980).

In two decades of activity,
the Gablers have become ex-
perts in the intricacies of pub-
lishing, and their advice is fre-
quently solicited. Norma
Gabler has been to New Zea-
fand and Australia on her text-
book crusade at the invitation
of like-minded critics, and she
and Mel have made three visits
to Boston, where they claim to
have many supporters. In Octo-

ber 1982 the Gablers appeared
with Mike Hudson on WBZ-
TV's People Are Talking. The
Gablers have appeared on all
three national networks, in-
cluding a segment of 60 Min-
utes. Norma describes herself
as being fond of Mike Wallace,
who she says “sat on the cabi-
net in my kitchen”; she says
Wallace was among the few
journalists to give them a fair
shake (the Gablers carry cas-
sette recorders for all conver-
sations with reporters).

As usual, the media turned
out in force for the Gablers’
testimony at the 1983 hear-
ings. On the day Mel Gabler
made his oral criticisms of
world history texts, commis-

sioner Bynum had to scold cam-
era crews several times to
keep the path to the podium
clear. Having already submit-
ted hundreds of pages of writ-
ten objections before the hear-
ing, Mel Gabler chose to use
his sliver of time to carp at
PFAW, display charts compar-
ing the merits of various world
history books, and admonish
the committee to look for “'sub-
tle, hidden content” in the text-
books under consideration.
The Gablers themselves
have drawn a number of con-
clusions from the “subtle” con-
tent of textbooks. The most fa-
miliar — shared by other
groups — is the prevalence of
“gecular humanism,' some-

thing they believe was instigat-
ed by the educator and philos-
opher John Dewey. Secular hu-
manism, as explained in a leaf-
let Mel Gabler passed out at
this years hearings, values
“‘gelf-authority, situation eth-
ics, evolution, distorted real-
ism, sexual permissiveness,
anti-biblical bias, one-world
government, and anti-free en-
terprise.” In the past the
Gablers have been quoted as
blaming the so-called new math
for causing pupils to lose faith
in absolute values and turn to
“crime and drugs.” They have
objected to Edgar Allan Poe's
story “The Cask of Amontilla-
do” as too “‘morbid”’ and have
challenged the inclusion of
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Martin Luther King, Jr., with
Martin Luther in discussions of
reformers.

The Gablers do not like
“hegativism,” nontraditional
sex roles, or anything that
could even remotely be consid-
ered favorable to Cuba or the
Soviet Union, and they disap-
prove of books that cause stu-
dents to make classroom analy-
ses or reveal self-reflection.
They do not like any talk about
sex, drugs, or nonstandard
English, and they are opposed
to Darwin and his theory of
natural selection. They like
capitalism and what they con-

aging light.” 1t also contained
‘“ ‘anti-nuke’ scare content” in
a section on nuclear stockpil-
ing, they wrote. In McGraw-
Hill's Chronicles of Time, the
Gablers complained about a
chapter on women that, they
said, “'states as fact the opinion
that ‘depending on a male as
the sole source of income’ is
disadvantageous.” Of the text’s
discussion of the nineteenth-
century British writer Mary
Wolistonecraft Shelley, the au-
thor of Frankenstein, the
Gablers asked, “Was this page
added to placate the women's
lib movement?’
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1 we ] g,as"’ o has the Reverend Jerry Fal- are echoed, if not du-
i e r‘ﬂ“mm hf;“w'd well. plicated, by other right-wing or
pctty el et 1 ‘ngg;“;x an T e0s: This year the Gablers asked | fundamentalist activists. Al-
| iing hrovefresh “ach B romste P\ for revisions in nine of the elev- | though the textbook hearing
] s M’ Y en world history books being | rules do not require individuals
i g 12/9%" - considered by the committee | to list their organizational affili-
; 4 and for the rejection of the oth- | ations, numerous ‘‘indepen-
| er two, World History: An Un- | dent” speakers at the 1983
| finished Journey, published by | hearings have in the past been
| Houghton Mifflin, and The | identified with New Right
1 Western Experience, published | groups. The Gablers deny that
by Alfred A. Knopf. The | they are connected with other
[ ey L Houghton Mifflin text, the | textbook critics, except to say
Gablers wrote, went “out of its | that they enjoy ‘‘grass-roots
way to present Christ in a dam- Continued on page 48
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support,” but it was evident at
the hearings that certain kinds
of objections were being re-
peated by ideologically kindred
spirits. Several speakers were
concerned, for instance, that in
the world history books the
French Revolution got more
space than did the American
Revolution.

At least two speakers and
several written statements ad-
vanced an idea currently popu-
lar on the far right — that the
role of capitalism in the Indus-
trial Revolution was more posi-
tive than we have been led to

believe. Hewing closely to the
Grusendorf-sponsored world
history guidelines, Mel Gabler
insisted that workers were bet-
ter off in the nineteenth-cen-
tury factories and mills than
they were out on the farms.
Passages from Chronicles of
Time, a McGraw-Hill textbook,
he said, “misrepresent the con-
tributions of early capitalism.”
The argument was taken fur-
ther by Paige Moore, who
called several textbooks’ ac-
counts of cruelty to child work-
ers in factories “utterly with-
out foundation.” She cited as
her source W. H. Hutt, one of a
group of New Right theorists,
journalists, and historians

whose inventive reinterpreta-
tions of social and scientific his-

tory form the “scholarly” basis
of recent ;'ight-wing ideology.
In twenty-two years of ap-
pearances at textbook hear-
ings, the Gablers have them-
selves become scholarly.
Armed with notebooks, good
memories, and academic advis-
ers, they exude country boot-
strap wisdom, and even the
most venemous of their attacks
is couched in something like a
lawyerly polemical style. Long
gone is the 1950s-style hyste-
rnia of Eleanor Hutcheson, a
member of the Texas Daugh-
ters of the American Revolu-
tion, who insisted that history
books were “rosy on China"
and “soft on the Soviet Union."”
In place of it are line counts,
pedagogical jargon, and the

persistent, confident conviction
on the part of critics that they
are advancing the Lord’s work.
This past summer, Molly
Ivins, a liberal columnist for the
Dallas Times Herald, fuming
because the city of Dallas had
proclaimed July 23 “Mel and
Norma Gabler Day” to coun-
terbalance an earlier “Norman
Lear Day,”” dismissed the
Gablers as “two ignorant, fear-
mongering, right-wing fruit-
loops.” To the Gablers, it was
the equivalent of Br'er Rabbit's
being tossed into the briar
patch. What could be sweeter
than to have one's enemies
demonstrate such arrogance?
The intrusion of the
Gablers and other individuals
and groups of the New Right

into the educational process
may be disconcerting; it even
may represent a threat to chil-
dren and society. But it is any-
thing but stupid. Insofar as the
activists of the New Right have
taken over contemporary edu-
cational reform — influencing
decisions on issues from text-
book selection to teacher re-
cruitment to “‘back-to-basics”
curriculum drives — they are
at least perspicacious. And the
manipulation of Texas' public
textbook-approval process is
evidence not of isolated exploi-
tation by regional hicks but of a
disciplined, tireless movement;
its sphere of influence, given
politicians' recent interest in
public education, may encom-
pass the White liouse itself, o
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